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Some people never learn. Anyone who has ever seen the
chilling and prophetic Aardman animation The Wrong Trousers
will be fully aware of the perils awaiting he who attempts to
produce the world's ultimate pair of strides.
Be afraid, then, at the announcement that Berkeley Robotics
Laboratory has been for some time developing BLEEX - aka the
Berkeley Lower Extremities Exoskeleton - a Terminator-style
pair of cybertrousers for tomorrow's Starship Trooper.
BLEEX will enable the future warrior
to travel vast distances and
effortlessly carry huge loads - all
thanks to 40 sensors and motors
which combine to provide the ultimate
walking experience.
Naturally, BLEEX is a little more than
a couple of strap-on pogo sticks. The
whole device has been cunningly put
together to become as one with the
user. There are no buttons, joysticks
or other paraphernalia which would otherwise impede the
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relentless march towards the future.

BLEEX is funded by the Defense Advanced Research Projects
Agency (DARPA), which is itself funded by the Pentagon. The
development team does, however, insist that these electronic
exogams are not intended to equip an army of super-nimble
cyborg killers. Far from it, they expect the potent pins to find a
role in worthy and civic-minded activities like firefighting.
All of which will come as a great relief to the Axis of Evil™, since
they are not now faced with the terrifying prospect of
synchronised tap-dancing Marines advancing inexorably across
the deserts of Iran or Syria.
Instead, we have the appealing prospect of technologicallyenhanced firemen extracting distressed cats from trees with a
single bound. Good show. ®
Related stories
Robot grunts tumble in race for $1m prize
You are an IT God! - Find your next job on Jobsite today
BT Business Plan. It's free to join - click here
Verio VPSv2 - Win VIP UEFA EURO 2004 tickets!
Managed hosting with TDM - keep your servers secure
Luxury Watches from The Reg
Rackspace, the first host to offer Red Hat Enterprise, exclusive offer!

Related Products
Mobile, Wireless, PDA
●
●
●
●
●
●

Activision Tony Hawks Pro Skater for N-Gage
eXpansys Black Chairmans Case for SX45
HP iPAQ h3950 Stylus Pack
eXpansys Black Chairmans Case for iPAQ with CF Jacket
eXpansys Tan Chairmans Case for Tungsten E
Datafab FireWire CF Reader

Books
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2004/03/12/us_puts_on_pair/ (2 of 3)4/9/2004 8:29:48 AM

US puts on pair of robotrousers | The Register

COBOL Programming Using the .NET Framework
● Sams Teach Yourself Database Programming with Visual
InterDev 6 in 21 Days
● Perl Developer's Dictionary
● Adobe Acrobat 6 for Windows and Macintosh
● Programming Abstractions in C
● Superman
●

Research
●
●
●
●
●
●

European Wealth Management Technology 2002
IT vendors in the iTV value chain
Gigabit Ethernet - Spanning the network divide?
Opportunities in North American Call Center Markets to 2007
US Insurance Technology Opportunities
The Linux & Open Source Outlook

Get the Reg Screensaver

Join the Reg SETI group

© Copyright 2004
Privacy PolicySite MapContact UsAbout Us

http://www.theregister.co.uk/2004/03/12/us_puts_on_pair/ (3 of 3)4/9/2004 8:29:48 AM

Join Reg Cancerbusters

