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" Robotics is
really about
interfacing
computers to |
the physical |
world. © &
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has developed a child- shaped
walking robet, known as Qrin;
and Honda Motor Co. has also!
developed a walking, I:alkmg
humanoid robot

This spring, some Japanese
companies plan to start market-:
ing a “robet suit,” a motorized-
battery-operated device,
intended to help old and infirm!
people move around. '

The current favorite in the'
DARPA race came out of
Carnegie Mellon University,
where' professor Matthew
Mason is working on intelligent:
robots including the
Mobipulator; which uses its
wheels to move things, as well!
as for locomotion. |

“There's just too much to du,"i
says Mason, “E.‘tery time that,
there is an advance in comput-! |
ing, there are just so many'
more things that {f becomes
possible to do, Robotics is real-
Iy about interfacing computers
to the physicai world so ﬂlilt'
their sensors give them a better|
concept of what's going on,
around them — they can make*
interesting !hlngs happem
instead of just sitting there in}
their little beige boxes.” I



